Chapter II

Berlin, ^th January, 1909.

ON New Year's Day I was received with the princesses in
audience by the Empress. "We were represented only by
Princess Billow and myself. This indicates the lack of eager-
ness amongst the upper classes to draw near to the throne
which I felt was rather sad. The Empress was very friendly
to Princess Billow and in saying good-bye to me she added :
"The Emperor is getting on now but he has had a very try-
ing time, these days are far too distressing for him. We are
remaining at Potsdam so that he can have more fresh air."
The Ambassadors told me at their audience the Emperor
didn't look out of sorts and that he chatted, but only about
things of no particular interest. They say in recent years
Billow has always tried to keep them away from the Sove-
reign, and in order to hinder conversations between them
which might be of use he has fobbed the Emperor off with
journalists and other indiscreet people. I believe Bulow
capable of every unsound idea and every bad influence. He's
the fatal man of the country and his secret friendship with
that evil genius Holstein is hastening the ruin of Germany.
God knows where Bulow is leading us.

Berlin, $th January, 1909.

The Emperor instead of returning to town has gone off to
Hiibertustock with his gendemen to breathe the air of the